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ties	were	 the	 real	 content	of	 the	designed	buildings,	 and	 something	 like	a	game-
machine	was	the	“incredible”	way	they	worked	in	order	to	realize	their	unbelievable	
achievements.
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Galli Bibiena, otwarte festiwale i teatry (XVIII w.)
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But	you	can	discover	far	more	 if	you	 try	 to	 investigate	below	the	surface.	 in	1991,	 in	
Helsinki,	i	attended	a	Design	conference.	There,	Mr.	Alessi,	himself	 in	person,	explained:	
people speak a lot of the phallic symbol in designing our objects; this time we are not work-
ing with a symbolic communication, but we are simply producing a “phallus”,	and,	on	the	




















































the	scale,	in	feet,	both	of	Paris	and	Bologna	(Schala di piedi di…).	interesting	to	note	that	
Bologna’s	feet	are	far	bigger	in	dimension,	in	accord	with	the	old	italian	peasant	proverb:	
scarpe grosse e cervello fino	(the	peasant:	big shoes and smart brain).




2	 D.	Lenzi,	J.	Bentini	(a	cura	di),	I Bibiena, una famiglia europea, Marsilio	ed.	2000.
3	 idem,	Ferdinando	galli	Bibiena,	Spettacolo sulla Peschiera della Lonja a Barcellona. 1708. Pianta 
della scena.	(pencil,	pen,	watercolour	light	blue;	cm	29,8	x	20,9).	Monaco,	Staatliche	graphische	
Sammlung.	(Specific	comment	to	the	drawing	by	elena	Tamburini)	
4	 idem.	Antro di Chirone	(cm	16,2	x	20,4).	Arena consacrata ad Apollo	(cm	16,9	x	20,2).	Luogo remo-
to e diroccato	(cm	17,2	x	20,1).	Capanna di Chirone	(cm	17,1	x	19,8)
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ill.	 1.	Coffeemaker	 for	Alessi,	M.	graves,	 2.	 3.	Coffeemaker	 for	Alessi,	The Conica,	A.	rossi,	
4.	 5.	 6.	Coffeemaker	 for	Alessi,	The Cupola,	A.	rossi,	 and	Antonelli’s	Basilica	 in	novara,	
7.	Marco	Antonio	Chiarini,	da	ercole	rivani,	Macchina per la festa della Porchetta,	Bologna,	
1683,	 8.	 Ferdinando	galli	 Bibiena,	 drawing	 for	 the	Spettacolo sulla Peschiera della Lonja 
a Barcellona. 1708. Stage’s	plan,	9.	Francesco	galli	Bibiena,	Progetti per il Palazzino del-














































6 Idem.	Francesco	galli	Bibiena,	Progetti per il Palazzino della Redondina, Bologna (tra il 1714 e il 


























3.  And you can admire (Francesco) Bibiena’s capacity in what was his better mission 
(to use a contemporary expression): a theatre. Here the Opéra di Nancy, 17088
This	extraordinary	theatre	was	built	by	the	Duke	Leopold	i,	who	promoted	a	complex	
program	of	musical	and	theatrical	services	of	the	court,	and,	after	charging	Henri	Desmarets	
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